STUDY GUIDE

STUDY GUIDE

for Youth

Weekly sessions that tie in to
corresponding Connections lessons
Every youth group is unique, and sifting through activities to find
something that works for your group each week can be exhausting.
The Connections for Youth curriculum ties in to the Adult Connections curriculum to provide structured, meaningful material. Each
lesson is built around questions for quality discussion that can be
adapted to fit your group’s size, personality, and style with very little
preparation. Every week includes a lesson for Middle School and a
lesson for High School, each on one page for convenient printing or
electronic access.

Download your copy today:

www.nextsunday.com/c4y

Using the Connections Study Guide
It is important for Christians to be familiar with and well informed
about the Bible. The Connections Study Guide has been designed to help you
grow in faith, discipleship, and knowledge of the Bible. Following the
well-respected International Sunday School Lesson plan of the Connections
Series, the Connections Study Guide presents a helpful mix of classic Bible
study and contemporary insight. The Connections Study Guide uses the
New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) of the Bible as its Scripture text.
The classic Bible study approach, the relevance of contemporary
experience, and the precision of the NRSV all work together to make these
lessons valuable companions for effective, weekly adult Bible study.
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well as engaging teaching suggestions, complement each other and
equip you to design an enriching Bible Study.

Commentary

As important as the Bible is, it’s not always easy to understand. The
Connections Commentary provides more help for an in-depth look at
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Unit One
The Sovereignty of God
The book of Isaiah sometimes identifies God as “the Sovereign” (1:24;
3:1; 10:16, 33; 19:4, 51:22). Readers won’t find the word “sovereign” in our
passages for this unit, but each text still sheds light on what it means to
affirm God’s sovereignty.
Session 1 examines Isaiah 11:1-9, a proclamation that God will establish
comprehensive global peace. Session 2 looks at Isaiah 25:6-10a, which
reveals God’s purpose to overcome our greatest enemy, death. In session 3,
Isaiah 40:21-31 tells us that God’s understanding, strength, and faithfulness far surpass our finite human resources. Finally, Isaiah 61:1-4 and 8-11
in session 4 affirm God’s limitless commitment to justice and liberation.
The visions in the book of Isaiah reveal God’s grand mission in creation,
working to accomplish what humankind cannot. We can work as peacemakers, but reconciling wolves and lambs is beyond us. We can comfort
those who mourn, but we cannot wipe away every tear for all time. We can
use our influence to make a positive difference, but we can’t stretch out the
heavens like a curtain. We can dedicate ourselves to pursue justice, but we
can’t be trusted to make and keep an everlasting covenant.
God alone is powerful enough for this kind of work. During the two
centuries when the book of Isaiah was produced, God’s people were under
constant threat from large empires against which they could not possibly
stand. In times when God’s people were at their most vulnerable, when
God seemed absent, and when powerlessness and defeat felt like the new
normal, Isaiah and his spiritual descendants boldly proclaimed a message
of hope and comfort.
“Your struggles may seem insurmountable,” said Isaiah, “but thus says the
Sovereign LORD: ‘I still love you. I am still working. There is still hope.’”

ABOUT THE WRITER
A native of the North Carolina mountains, Justin Joplin served as a pastor
in Virginia before moving to Canada in 2014. He serves as Lead Pastor
of Lorne Park Baptist Church in the Toronto area. Justin holds degrees
from Appalachian State University and the Baptist Theological Seminary
at Richmond. He and his wife, Kristy, are parents of two boys, J. R. and
Reuben.
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The Peaceful Kingdom
Lesson Text: Isaiah 11:1-9
Access Bible 944-45

Background Text: Isaiah 11:1-9

A Verse to Remember—Isaiah 11:9
They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be
full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.

Suggested Daily Bible Readings (August 29–September 2, 2016)
Monday: 1 Kings 3:3-9
Tuesday: 1 Kings 3:10-15
Wednesday: 1 Peter 3:8-13

Thursday: 2 Peter 1:3-11
Friday: Philippians 2:1-11
Saturday: Psalm 72:1-7

INTRODUCTION
We see signs of trouble, hatred, and brokenness all over the world. News
reports from places like Syria, Ukraine, Afghanistan, and Nigeria remind us
that conflict pervades the earth. But we don’t have to look far from home
to find deep divisions. We can look to places like Baltimore, Ferguson, or
the site of the latest mass shooting. We can look around us and see how an
election season aggravates the discord between neighbors with differing
political ideologies. Within our churches, we experience disputes over
social, theological, and denominational issues. Such divisions can become
intense enough to damage relationships. The words of the prophet Isaiah
speak to us as we deal with such realities. God’s ultimate plan is to bring
peace to the world.

EXPLORING THE BIBLE—FROM DESTRUCTION TO GROWTH
Isaiah 11:1
(1) A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall
grow out of his roots.
I like to tell people I grew up in the woods. Acres of forest surround the
place in western North Carolina where my parents built a home. I spent
much of my childhood playing among those pines, oaks, and poplars. I
think that’s why, ecological consequences aside, I hate to see a forest
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levelled. A landscape of clear-cut woods is a depressing sight to me. It
symbolizes hopelessness, death, and irreversible destruction.
In June 2015, I visited one of the most exquisite forests I have ever
seen—the Al-Shouf Cedar Reserve in southern Lebanon. The reserve is
home to about a fourth of Lebanon’s famous cedar trees. The Lebanese
government, with the help of the United Nations, protects the property.
Some of the Al-Shouf cedars are centuries old, descended from the trees
described in ancient writings. King Gilgamesh is said to have used such
cedars to fortify his city five millennia ago. Solomon built the Jerusalem temple with timber from Lebanese cedars. The Roman emperor
Hadrian outlawed the cutting of the cedars, and Queen Victoria
financed a protective stone wall around sections of cedar forest.
Sadly, forests are leveled on a regular basis, but not forests like the
Al-Shouf reserve. The destruction of such a global treasure is unthinkable. But such destruction is precisely the alarming vision that
concludes Isaiah 10. The prophet says that God will lay waste to the
Assyrian forces that threaten Judah. “The remnant of the trees of his
forest will be so few that a child can write them down,” Isaiah warns (Isa
10:19).

THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD

Isaiah isn’t describing literal deforestation. He uses trees to symbolize
empires and kingdoms. God will judge the Assyrians like an
axe-wielding lumberjack. Before that happens, though, God will use the
Assyrians to judge the people of Judah. God’s people will also feel the
axe’s blade. “The tallest trees will be cut down,” Isaiah says (Isa 10:33c).
No one—not even the royal house of David—will escape the coming
destruction. Soon, God’s people will appear like that most depressing
of sights—an expanse of lopped-off stumps where a majestic forest once
grew (Isa 10:34).
We need to read Isaiah 10 to appreciate Isaiah 11. Destruction gives
way to hope. Isaiah 11 begins with the encouraging news that, even if
all the trees in sight have been chopped down, some life is still present.
A tender new sapling will sprout from the roots of a stump that
represents the line of Jesse, King David’s father.
But Isaiah’s vision is about more than the durability of the Davidic
dynasty. God is up to something much bigger and much more hopeful.
The sapling will grow into something more than an ordinary king.
The prophet’s hopeful vision expands into a description of the coming
king’s character and of the peace he will establish.
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Applying the Bible
The opening vision in Isaiah 11 is one of the most hopeful in the Bible,
but that hope is best appreciated when seen in relation to the judgment
of Isaiah 10. Experiences of conflict and trouble can be so devastating
that life feels like a clear-cut forest.
Many species of plants grow quickly. The kudzu vine, imported from
Asia to the American South to help combat soil erosion, can grow a foot
a day. Trees don’t work that way. In fact, species like the Lebanese cedar
must mature forty years before they can produce fertile seeds. So which
is easier—to clear a forest or to grow one? Is it easier to destroy or to
build up? To incite conflict or to make peace? What does this vision say
about hope?

Reflecting on the Bible
If you’ve ever taken a walk in the woods, grown your own vegetables, or
weeded a flowerbed, you know how stubborn vegetation can be. Seeds
can sprout in the most inhospitable conditions. Plants thought to be
dead can find ways to reproduce. Such miracles happen in ordinary
ways. Isaiah’s metaphor reminds us that God does miraculous things
in ordinary life and that hope requires patience. As you pray in the days
and weeks to come, ask the Lord to help you see what God is doing in
your ordinary life to give you hope. Pray also to develop the patience it
takes to have hope.

EXPLORING THE BIBLE—THE KING IS COMING

Isaiah envisions the return of a David-like king in spite of the
impending downfall of Judah. The qualities of the coming king
and of the transformed world he will establish make Isaiah’s vision

THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD

Isaiah 11:2-5
(2) The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the LORD. (3) His delight shall be in the fear
of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what
his ears hear; (4) but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and
decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth
with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the
wicked. (5) Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins.
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extraordinary. The king won’t seek his personal interests but will
instead perfectly reflect and pursue God’s hopes and desires for the
world.
The coming king will be filled with the spirit of the LORD. Several
of Israel’s most notable leaders, like Samson, Saul, and David, are
described as having the spirit of the LORD upon them. The New Testament associates the spirit of God with the ministry of Jesus and the
early church. God’s spirit will confer wisdom, understanding, good
counsel, strength, knowledge, and fear of the LORD upon the coming
king.
Because he will rule according to God’s desires, the future king will
usher in an era of unprecedented peace and justice. This new reality
will stand in stark contrast to the world Isaiah and his contemporaries
know, a world in which empire clashes against empire and the weak
and disadvantaged don’t stand a chance. Righteousness, which is God’s
standard for life in a good and fair world, will set the tone for the
coming kingdom.

Applying the Bible

THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD

Kings and queens don’t get the job because they answered an ad in the
“help wanted” section of the newspaper or responded to an online job
posting. You might say, though, that these verses list the qualifications
of God’s ideal candidate for the job. Like the Beatitudes in Matthew 5
name the attributes God values in people, these verses list the qualities
God values in a ruler. God’s perfect servant will be the embodiment
of wisdom, righteousness, and justice. Why do you think the earliest
Christians saw these verses as pointing toward Jesus? How do they help
us think about what it means for us to follow such a leader?

Reflecting on the Bible
From Isaiah’s description of the ideal king to the witness of Jesus, Scripture offers us many insights into what God values in human character.
While we can never embody these ideals fully, we can faithfully pursue
them. With God’s help, we can aspire to be the people God calls us to
be. We’re called to follow God’s way in community, which means to seek
justice and righteousness. Ask God to help you live in God’s way and to
be an encouragement to your sisters and brothers in Christ.
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EXPLORING THE BIBLE—PEACE FOR ALL CREATION
Isaiah 11:6-9
(6) The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down
with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a
little child shall lead them. (7) The cow and the bear shall graze, their
young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
(8) The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned
child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. (9) They will not hurt or
destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.
When I moved to Canada in 2014, I began to notice some qualities that
make Canadian politics unique. From the presence of a third major
political party to the British-influenced parliamentary system, Canadian politics aren’t quite like those of their southern neighbors. One
of the notable differences between Canadian and American politics
is that Canadians tend to pay more attention to news from the States
than Americans do to news from Canada. Coverage of the American
election is robust in Canada. But in the United States, Canada’s federal
election receives much less attention. One reason for the imbalance is
that, because of the size and global influence of the US, the direction it
takes affects its neighbors. One of Canada’s prime ministers famously
remarked that being next to the United States is “like sleeping with
an elephant.” Even if it’s a friendly elephant, “one is affected by every
twitch and grunt.”

The prophet envisions a scene reminiscent of Eden’s paradise in which
the natural enmity between prey and predator is eradicated. In one of
the Bible’s most familiar and captivating images, we see the wolf and
the lamb lying down together. Leopards and young goats, calves and
lions, bears and cattle live in harmony. Even the human child and the
serpent, enemies since Genesis 3, live together in peace.
A man participating in a group study of these verses pointed out how
truly remarkable the prophet’s peaceful vision is. “You know,” he said,
“a lion’s jaws and teeth are made for eating meat. If he’s going to switch
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Judah was more like a mouse than an elephant in the sixth century
BC. But Isaiah envisioned a future in which Judah would influence the
whole world. The positive effects of the rise of Judah’s ideal king would
be felt well beyond her borders. The coming of this kingdom would
bring peace that would ultimately spread throughout creation.

12 • September 4, 2016

to a straw diet, he’s got to evolve.” Isaiah probably didn’t consider the
anatomical implications of his vision, but he certainly recognized that
such a total and extraordinary transformation could happen only by the
power of God.

Applying the Bible
The image of the lion resting beside the lamb—a misquoting of Isaiah
11:6 which nonetheless communicates the spirit of the text—has
become an iconic symbol of peace, even for those outside the church
and synagogue. But few of us recognize how radical and challenging
this vision really is. This is not an image of the prey rising up against
the predator or of peace that comes after one side eliminates or subdues
the other. We might be satisfied with such “peace,” but God’s vision
for the world goes well beyond this limited view. In God’s future, the
system that divides creation into predator and prey is transformed.
How do we need to change if we are to be God’s peacemakers?

Reflecting on the Bible
God called prophets to deliver such imaginative and idealistic messages
that they seem to us unrealistic and impractical. Consider the call of
Jesus to “give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away
your goods, do not ask for them again” (Lk 6:30). Many of us assert that
such counsel doesn’t work “in the real world.” But prophets like Isaiah
and Jesus straddle the border between the world that is and the world
God wants. God is ushering in the new world through Jesus Christ. As
Christ’s followers, we are to live in ways that reflect God’s vision. We
can do so only with God’s help, so let’s spend time this week praying
for it.
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Prayer for Today: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

eBooks!
Use an iPad, Kindle,
Nook, or another
eReader?
Want your
Connections
Teaching Guide,
Study Guide, or
Commentary
available at
a moment’s
notice and in
the palm of
your hand?

Connections
Digital Teaching Guide
now available!
To download your copy today, visit this link:

www.nextsunday.com/connections

Using the Connections Teaching Guide
The Smyth & Helwys Connections Series Bible Study Teaching Guide is designed to help you, the Bible
study leader, teach lessons with confidence. In-depth background study, as well as engaging teaching suggestions, complement each other and equip you to design an enriching Bible study using the
Connections Teaching Guide and the Connections Resource Kit. The Connections Commentary, by Dr. Brian
Harbour, offers additional engaging commentary for each lesson in the Connections Bible Study Series.

Each lesson in the Connections Teaching Guide offers the following features:

Teacher Preparation Section
Teaching Principle — a concise statement of the lesson’s theme
Introduction — helps teachers grasp the Bible study theme
Scripture Context — sets the historical, biblical, and literary context
Bible Background — expository Bible text and background study
Conclusion — final and summarizing Bible study remarks

Class Teaching Section
Before the Lesson – suggestions for Bible study preparation
Beginning the Lesson – lesson starters to gain class interest
Teaching the Lesson – class study directions by verse and section
Applying the Lesson – ideas for lesson application activities
Closing Prayer – a prayer suggestion for concluding each lesson
Teaching Options – optional discussion outlines and suggestions
The Connections Resource Kit is intended to encourage
class participation, provide visual aids, and offer
more opportunities for group discussion. Weekly
Resource Kit handout pages complement the Bible
study lessons with activities, reflection pieces, or
information sheets. The Resource Kit also contains
four large posters announcing unit and lesson
titles, dates, and Scriptures to be studied.
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The Peaceful Kingdom
Lesson Text: Isaiah 11:1-9
Background Text: Isaiah 11:1-9

A Verse to Remember—Isaiah 11:9

Teaching Principle: We live in a world full of divisions, hatred, trouble, and chaos. Will we ever
experience harmony? Isaiah’s prophecy reveals that the sovereign God will bring about a world of
peace.
Before the Lesson
(1) Provide copies of the Bible and
Connections Study Guide for distribution
as needed.
(2) Display the Unit 1 poster, “The Sovereignty of
God” (Connections Resource Kit).
(3) Display the following lesson theme outline:
The Peaceful Kingdom—Isaiah 11:1-9
• From Destruction to Growth (11:1)
• The King Is Coming (11:2-5)
• Peace for All Creation (11:6-9)
(4) Make sure your classroom has a whiteboard or
flipchart and markers.
(5) If using the first teaching option, secure copies
of the painting Peaceable Kingdom by Edward
Hicks.
(6) If using the second teaching option, prepare
copies of the handout “In Praise of Our
Sovereign God” (Kit, p. 1).

BEGINNING THE
LESSON

Say: Today we begin a series of

lessons on the book of Isaiah. Isaiah
is a lengthy book that was produced
over a period ranging from the
middle of the eighth until at least
the middle of the sixth century bc by
the prophet Isaiah and people who
continued his tradition after he died.
This week’s Scripture is found in the
part of the book that is set in the
eighth century, when the Assyrian
Empire threatened to destroy Judah.
Say and Ask: The conviction that God

is sovereign fills the entire book of
Isaiah. We don’t often use the word
“sovereign” today. What do you
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INTRODUCTION
If you want to set off a lively debate, ask if the world
is headed in the right direction. Some people would
respond optimistically and some pessimistically. A
2008 poll sponsored by the Canadian Broadcasting
Corporation found that 46% of Canadians were optimistic about the world’s future, 46% were pessimistic
and 8% couldn’t decide. If a similar poll had been
conducted in Judah 2,600 years ago, optimists would
have been hard to find. International conflict threatened the little kingdom’s existence. The glory days of
leaders like David were long past. Peace seemed like
an impossible dream. In spite of those factors, the
prophet Isaiah envisioned a coming kingdom of a
peace so comprehensive and remarkable that it could
only be the work of God.

SCRIPTURE CONTEXT
The language of Isaiah 11, with its depiction of a
new branch springing up from the stump of a felled
tree, is familiar to many readers. This hopeful image
continues a metaphor from the previous chapter.
Isaiah 10 describes the LORD’s judgment as if God is
chopping down a forest of trees. “Look, the Sovereign, the LORD of hosts, will lop the boughs with
terrifying power…[and] will hack down the thickets
of the forest with an axe” (10:31, 32).
Isaiah’s word of judgment envisions an expanse of
stumps—a levelled, brown, lifeless landscape where
tall trees with green leaves once flourished. It’s a
vision of hopelessness. But hopelessness won’t have
the final word, because God is still at work. The LORD
will cause life to grow again from the barren land.
This new life will signify the coming of a new and
peaceful age.
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BIBLE BACKGROUND—FROM DESTRUCTION
TO GROWTH
Isaiah 11:1
(1) A shoot shall come out from the stump of
Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
Isaiah 11 continues the vision of chapter 10, which is
built around a metaphor that imagines people as trees
in a forest. Isaiah often crafts poetic speech around
plant and forest life. Some examples include 18:4-6,
which pictures the LORD as vineyard keeper; 41:17-19,
in which the LORD waters the land and makes trees
grow; and 61:11, which pictures the LORD making
righteousness and praise grow like shoots sprouted
from planted seeds.
Here, Isaiah uses the language of nature to inspire
hope. Plant life has an amazing ability to regenerate.
Many plants continue to live and grow when they
appear to be dead. It’s almost miraculous how a leafless tree sprouts green again in the spring. Seeds and
bulbs that lie dormant underground during the winter
seem to come alive again with warmer weather. Tender
young shoots really do grow from the stumps and
roots of felled trees. Such abilities make plants good
symbols of hope.
In naming a stump for King David’s father, Jesse,
the prophet envisions the downfall of the Davidic
dynasty. Uzziah (also called Azariah), Jotham, Ahaz,
and Hezekiah, the kings who ruled Judah during
Isaiah’s lifetime, were descendants of David. Each
of them experienced relatively long reigns and died
natural deaths.
Against that historical backdrop, it’s difficult to determine what downfall the prophet has in mind. Some
scholars suggest that this text expresses Isaiah’s dissatisfaction with King Ahaz, whose policies made Judah a
vassal state of Assyria (2 Kings 16:7-18). Others think
that Hezekiah’s failures give Isaiah reason to speak of
the Davidic dynasty’s end. Still others maintain that
Isaiah is looking beyond the kings of his time to a
future downfall. The Davidic dynasty finally came to
an end more than a century after Isaiah’s time.

think it means to say that God
is sovereign?
Discuss: Today’s passage is full of

hope. Isaiah knew that judgment
was coming on Judah, but he still
proclaimed a vision of peace. What
does this say about Isaiah’s understanding of God’s sovereignty?

TEACHING THE LESSON
Isaiah 11:1

Say: Prophets are known for

using symbolic language.
We’ll see that again and again as
we study the book of Isaiah. At the
beginning of Isaiah 11, the prophet
envisions a tree that has been cut
down to a stump but still has life
in it.
Invite someone to read Isaiah 11:1.
Say: Isaiah’s vision of a branch

sprouting from the roots of a stump
becomes more vivid and dramatic
when we consider the wider
context.
Invite someone to read Isaiah
10:33-34.
Ask: How do those verses relate

to Isaiah 11:1? What message is
communicated when we read the
passages in relation to each other?
Discuss: The poet Lucy Larcom

wrote, “He who plants a tree
plants hope.” If newly planted trees
symbolize hope, what sentiments
does a clear-cut forest evoke? What
are some situations in today’s world
that can cause people to feel like
hope has been cut down?
Ask: Who is Jesse? What does Isaiah

mean by “the stump of Jesse”?

Say: When Isaiah writes about a

shoot growing from the stump of
The Peaceful Kingdom • 7
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Jesse, he envisions a coming king
who will usher in a time of hope
and peace. He says that such hope
is to be kept alive even when things
look hopeless.
Discuss: Isaiah lived seven hundred

years before Christ. We live on the
other side of the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus. On what do
we base our hope? How do we
keep hope alive in the midst of
seemingly hopeless situations?

Isaiah 11:2-5
Invite someone to read
Isaiah 11:2.
Ask: Why do you think Isaiah

stresses the role of the spirit of God
in the life of the ideal ruler?
Invite someone to read
Isaiah 11:3-5.
Say and Ask: These verses list

qualities that God treasures and that
the coming king will possess. What
are these qualities? Why do you
think God values these qualities so
highly? How would they benefit a
leader?
Say: When Israel first requested a

king, Samuel tried to talk them out
of it. He warned them about what
having a king would mean.
Invite someone to read
1 Samuel 8:11-18.
Ask: How do those practices

compare with the qualities for the
ideal king laid out by Isaiah?
Say and Ask: The books of Samuel,

Kings, and Chronicles provide lots
of historical information about the
kings of Israel and Judah. From
what you know of these stories,
8 • Unit One: The Sovereignty of God

Human life is fragile compared to plant life. The
writer of Job contrasts the ability of trees to regenerate
after being cut down to the frailty of human beings
( Job 14:7-12). People in community, however, possess
regenerative abilities. A family of two can, over time,
become a multitude of people. A church founded in
someone’s living room can grow to fill a large sanctuary. A small group of survivors can rebuild and
restore a homeland.
Such is the hope envisioned in Isaiah 11, and
the prophet spends the remainder of the chapter
expounding that hope.

BIBLE BACKGROUND—THE KING IS COMING
Isaiah 11:2-5
(2) The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit
of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge
and the fear of the LORD. (3) His delight shall
be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge
by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears
hear; (4) but with righteousness he shall judge
the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of
the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod
of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he
shall kill the wicked. (5) Righteousness shall be
the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the
belt around his loins.
11:2 Isaiah has used agricultural imagery to introduce
the promised renewal of David’s dynasty (v. 1). He now
goes on to describe the extraordinary character of the
coming ruler.
The fact that the LORD’s spirit will rest upon this king
is of first importance. This language is reminiscent
of descriptions of other leaders. Many of the leaders
in the book of Judges—Samson, for example ( Judg
14–15)—are described as having the spirit of the LORD.
The LORD’s spirit came upon Saul early in his reign (1
Sam 10:9-10). That spirit departed from Saul at about
the time young David was chosen as Israel’s eventual
king. Even before he ascends to the throne, David is
described as one upon whom “the spirit of the LORD
came mightily” (1 Sam 16:13).
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Because the LORD’s spirit will fill the coming king, he
will possess traits associated with the spirit’s influence. The spirit will provide the king with “wisdom
and understanding…counsel and might…knowledge
and the fear of ththe LORD” (v. 2).
These qualities of the ideal king are similar to the
characteristics of personified wisdom celebrated in
Proverbs 8. Interpreters have traditionally associated
this figure of wisdom with the spirit of God. Proverbs
8:12-14, a hymn, names prudence, knowledge, discretion, fear of the LORD, good advice, sound wisdom,
insight, and strength as qualities of wisdom. The first
section of the hymn concludes by acknowledging that
this wisdom allows kings to rule with righteousness
(v. 15-16).
Proverbs establishes a standard rulers should aspire
to and citizens may hope for. With something like this
ideal in mind, Isaiah boldly foresees a hopeful future
for Judah. In spite of the failures of David’s descendants, in spite of the destruction of his once-great
dynasty, and in spite of the devastation of his land
and people, a truly righteous, wise, and spirit-filled
king is coming.
11:3-5 The king’s judgments will be righteous because
they will be free from bias and misconception. He
won’t ignore the needs of the poor and marginalized. He won’t tolerate a status quo in which power is
concentrated among those with the deepest pockets
and biggest armies. Unlike rulers who seek self-preservation and personal glory, the coming king will value
what the LORD values.

BIBLE BACKGROUND—PEACE FOR ALL CREATION
Isaiah 11:6-9
(6) The wolf shall live with the lamb, the
leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and
the lion and the fatling together, and a little
child shall lead them. (7) The cow and the bear
shall graze, their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. (8) The
nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the
adder’s den. (9) They will not hurt or destroy on

how do these kings measure up to
Isaiah’s vision?
Say: Today’s passage is traditionally

associated with the season of
Advent, where it is matched with
a Gospel reading from Matthew
3:1-12. In the Gospel passage, John
the Baptist proclaims a message
that will soon be repeated by Jesus:
“Repent, for the kingdom of God
has come near!”
Discuss: Let’s recall the ways that

Jesus described the kingdom of God
(see texts like Mt 6:33; 19:24; and
parables in Mk 4). How is Jesus’
message about the kingdom similar
to that of Isaiah?

Isaiah 11:6-9
Invite someone to read
Isaiah 11:6-9.
Say: Isaiah’s vivid imagery of the

animal kingdom gives his vision a
universal quality. Sometimes it’s
hard for us to understand how
ancient nations like Babylon and
Judah related to each other, but
people of every age understand the
enmity between predator and prey.
Nations come and nations go, but
wolves are always a threat to lambs.
Ask: What are some of the wars

and conflicts going on in the
world today?

On a whiteboard or flipchart,
make columns labeled “lambs”
and “wolves.” Write down class
members’ responses to the
following questions.
Ask: In those conflicts, who do you

think plays the role of wolves? Who
are the lambs?
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Discuss: What would have to

happen in these situations for
the kind of peace Isaiah imagines
to occur?
Ask: How does Isaiah’s vision of

peace differ from peacemaking
efforts we see in the world today?
Say: Isaiah calls us to imagine a

world in which God’s peaceful
presence is felt all over the world
and throughout creation. He calls
us to imagine a world in which
people no longer inflict pain or
injury upon each other.
This idealistic vision will be
fulfilled only when God’s
kingdom is fully established.
Christians believe that it began
to be fulfilled when Jesus came
the first time and that it will be
completely fulfilled when Jesus
comes again.
Discuss: If God’s peaceful

kingdom is still a future reality,
what does that mean for us
today? What is our responsibility
as God’s people who live in this
conflict-riddled world?
Ask: What are some examples

of people working to make the
world a little more like the vision
of Isaiah 11? How can we get
involved and help?

APPLYING THE LESSON

Say: Isaiah looks toward

the time when God will
work through the ideal king to
make everything as it should be.
Christians believe Jesus is the
ideal king.
Discuss: The kingdom of God is

already among and within us. But
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all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of
the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover
the sea.
11:6-8 Isaiah’s vision to this point is audacious, but
these verses carry prophetic hope to a higher level. Not
only will the house of David be restored to the throne
and the king possess divinely inspired righteousness;
the king’s reign will also usher in a new and harmonious age for all creation.
Peace will spread throughout creation. The age-old
enmity between predators and prey will be eradicated.
Thanks in part to the righteousness and faithfulness
of the coming king, wolves and lambs, leopards and
young goats, calves and lions, and cows and bears
will coexist peacefully. With such threats and clashes
eliminated, even vulnerable little children will be able
to live safely in the world.
As the first verse of chapter 11 builds on imagery from
earlier chapters, these verses build on the metaphor of
predators and prey introduced previously. Isaiah 9:12
depicts Israel’s enemies, the Philistines and Arameans,
as advancing with “open mouth[s]” to “devour”
Israel. The prophet also accuses the people of Judah
of making orphans their “prey” (10:2). Later, Isaiah
pictures Assyria’s king as a plunderer taking eggs from
a bird’s nest (10:13-14).
Isaiah’s picture of a peaceful creation gives his
vision a timeless quality. People take on the roles of
prey and predator in every age and place. We hear
these groups described as winners and losers, haves
and have-nots, or bullies and victims. We may sometimes disagree about who the wolves and lambs are.
It’s not uncommon for yesterday’s prey to become
today’s predator.
11:9 “My holy mountain” is Mt. Zion, the site of
Jerusalem. The restoration envisioned by Isaiah will be
centered in the city of David as well as in the descendant of David. But it is a universal restoration, not
a national one. Peace will break out all over because
“the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.” What begins in Judah will
encompass all the earth.
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The LORD isn’t content with turned tables and
reversed fortunes. God’s aim is to undo the entire
cycle of aggression and retribution. In the coming
king’s realm, peace doesn’t happen on account of the
lambs finally rising up to defeat the wolves. Instead,
the realities that made these creatures into adversaries
will no longer exist. Creation itself will undergo a
dramatic transformation.

most of the people in the world
are not part of that kingdom. What
do you think God expects us to
do in light of the circumstances in
which we live? What does it mean
for us to be “peacemakers”
(Mt 5:9)?

Such hopes would sound lofty in the best of times.
But Isaiah’s word was delivered to a community in
turmoil. For the prophet’s earliest audiences, crushing
losses were either at hand or had already taken place.
Oppression by and submission to one superpower or
another was certain. Recovery from such losses seemed
hopelessly out of reach. Still, Isaiah’s vision goes
beyond mere recovery to universal restoration. The
LORD will restore the world to an Eden-like state.

CLOSING PRAYER

The book of Isaiah is filled with reminders that
sharing lofty hopes is part of a prophet’s job description. Isaiah foresees much more than a fresh shoot
springing from a rotting stump and a world in which
lions and calves lie down together. He will see, among
other things, weapons of war repurposed as farming
implements (2:3-4), streams flowing in the barren
desert (43:19), and death swallowed up forever (25:8).
Such visions will be fulfilled by the LORD’s power.

Lead the class to pray that they will
be empowered by the Spirit of God
to follow the leadership of Jesus in
the ways they live in the world.

O God, the prophetic word
comforts and challenges us.
Thank you for the peaceful
kingdom toward which Isaiah points
us. Assure us that, through Christ
Jesus, you will cause it to come to
pass. Meanwhile, help us live as
those who are already part of your
kingdom. Help us be peacemakers
in a world torn by conflict. Amen.
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CONCLUSION
If texts like Isaiah 11 could be applied only to their historical context, the prophet’s
words would be obscure at best and forgotten at worst. If Isaiah had just reported on
which king was on the throne and which empire was on the rise, his words might still be
regarded as scriptural—after all, the books of Chronicles are full of such historical data.
But in terms of inspiring the spirit and capturing the imagination of believers, there is
no comparison between the prophet and the chronicler. Isaiah speaks good news not just
to his contemporaries but also to all people in every age. It’s no wonder that the church
has relied on Isaiah for help in interpreting the story and significance of Jesus.

TEACHING OPTIONS
The Peaceable Kingdom

Say: Art lovers may notice the similarity

between the lesson title and that of a
well-known American painting, The Peaceable
Kingdom by Edward Hicks. Hicks was a Pennsylvania Quaker who lived and worked during
the decades after the American Revolution. The
Peaceable Kingdom offers a literal depiction of the
vision of Isaiah 11:6-8, from the wolf and lamb
lying down together to the bear and cow grazing
side by side to the infant child with his tiny hand
swaying above the serpent’s hole.
But many people may not realize that Hicks
repeated his work dozens of times during his
career. There are more than sixty surviving
versions of The Peaceable Kingdom, many of
which show subtle variations. In most versions of
the painting, a group of Native American leaders
in regalia can be seen conferring with European
settlers in the background. The scene portrays
the making of Penn’s Treaty, an agreement that
ensured peaceful coexistence between William
Penn’s Quakers and the Lenape tribe from about
1683 until 1755.
During an era punctuated by conflict—between
Native American tribes and European settlers,
between adherents of different Christian denominations, and between Empire Loyalists and
Revolutionaries—Penn’s Treaty inspired believers
like Hicks to dream of lasting peace. In some
telling and hopeful versions of his painting, Hicks
replaces the original treaty makers with representatives of his Quaker denomination, which
experienced schism during Hicks’s lifetime.
Distribute copies of The Peaceable Kingdom.
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Discuss: Hicks’s paintings serve as an invitation

to envision a world of peace. What stands out to
you about the work? If you could create your own
version of the painting, who would you include as
the two unlikely parties making peace in the background? Discuss your answer.

In Praise of Our Sovereign God
Say: Isaiah’s lyrical language has inspired countless hymn writers over the years. One hymn that
draws direct inspiration from Isaiah 11 is “God Is
Working His Purpose Out,” written in 1849 by
English hymn writer A. C. Ainger. Popular within
the Anglican tradition, the hymn repeats a phrase
from Isaiah 11:9 at the end of each stanza: earth
shall be filled with the glory of God as the waters
cover the sea.
Distribute the handout “In Praise of our Sovereign
God.” Lead the class to read it in unison.
Ask: How do Ainger’s lyrics help us to think about

Isaiah’s words in today’s Scripture?

Discuss: Does the idea of God patiently working

out the divine purpose help you better understand what it means to affirm that God is
sovereign? What signs do you see that God is
working God’s purpose out in the world around
you? What about in your life? In the life of
the church?
Encourage the class to think during the coming
week about the questions on the handout.
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Isaiah 11:1-9

A negotiation between the United States and France ultimately led to a
document signed by sixty-two nations. History knows it as the KelloggBriand Pact, named after its initial negotiators, United States Secretary
of State Frank B. Kellogg and French foreign minister Aristide Briand.
This international agreement in 1928 drew from its signatory nations
the promise not to use war to resolve any disputes or conflicts between
them. In other words, it outlawed war between nations. According to
the document, if a nation failed to abide by their promise, they “should
be denied of the benefits furnished by this treaty.” Unfortunately,
this agreement did not bring the desired peace on earth. The Japanese
invaded Manchuria in 1931, the Italians overran Abyssinia in 1935,
Spain erupted in an internecine struggle in 1936, and both Germany
and the Soviet Union invaded Poland in 1939, igniting the deadliest war
in world history. All of these nations had signed the agreement not to
go to war. Obviously, it takes more than signatures of representatives of
the world’s great nations to establish peace on earth.
When Isaiah begins his prophecy in the southern kingdom of Judah
around 742 BC, both Judah and the northern kingdom of Israel are
experiencing a time of expansion. Yet their fortunes will eventually be
reversed and their peace will in due course be shattered. The invading Assyria armies will overwhelm Israel, and over a century later the
unparalleled power of Babylon will destroy Judah. But Isaiah points to
a better day. The prophet promises the people of Judah that God will
someday in the future send someone he calls the “Prince of Peace” who
will provide “endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom”
(Isa 9:6-7). In our text, Isaiah continues his description of this special
peacemaker from God that he began in chapter 9.

GOD’S PROMISE
Isaiah 11:1

Isaiah issues this announcement of a coming peacemaker against the
backdrop of God’s judgment on the covenant people at the hand of
the invading Assyrians. “The land was burned,” he declares, “and the
people became like fuel for the fire” (Isa 9:19). After God uses the
Assyrians to mete out judgment on Israel, the Assyrians themselves will
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come under God’s judgment (Isa 10:25). At that point, God will send
God’s peacemaker to establish a peaceful kingdom in Israel.
When he refers to “the stump of Jesse” (11:1), Isaiah has in mind
Jesse, the grandson of Boaz and Ruth (Ruth 4:17). Jesse had eight
sons, of whom David was the youngest. When David became Israel’s
greatest king, his name became synonymous with the throne of Israel.
Consequently, when Israel’s prophets voiced their hopes for the future,
they rooted those hopes in the example left by David and by the promise of an eternal kingdom given to David (2 Sam 7:13, 16). So when
Isaiah refers to “the stump of Jesse” he is talking about the family
of David.
Isaiah’s reference to “the stump of Jesse” implies two things about
David’s family. First, the metaphor implies that the Davidic line has
been cut off. Threatened now by the Assyrians and eventually destroyed
by the Babylonians, the Davidic line in Judah will seem to end. But the
metaphor also implies that the Davidic dynasty, seemingly dead, will
someday be restored. Out of that stump, the prophet declares, “a shoot
shall come out.”
Ezekiel similarly speaks of Israel as a sprig out of which God will
generate a flourishing future for Israel. This sprig, Ezekiel declares,
will “produce boughs and bear fruit, and become a noble cedar”; “under
it every kind of bird will live,” and “in the shade of its branches will nest
winged creatures of every kind” (Ezek 17:22-23). Isaiah parallels that
promise in our text.

THE SPIRIT’S POWER
Isaiah 11:2-5

THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD

His connection with the Davidic line will not in itself enable this
peacemaker to accomplish the task God has given him. Instead, the
Spirit of God will energize his life. “The spirit of the LORD shall rest on
him,” the prophet promises (11:2). The presence of the Spirit of God in
his life will yield several results.
The Spirit will, first of all, produce “wisdom and understanding”
(11:2). These are gifts of intellectual acuity. “Wisdom” is the ability to
discern the nature of things. “Understanding” is the ability to distinguish between the different things wisdom perceives and determine
what is true. King Solomon exemplifies this kind of wisdom when he
offers a paradoxical solution to the dilemma caused by two women who
both claim to be the mother of a newborn baby (1 Kings 3:16-28). The
coming peacemaker will display wisdom of an even higher order.

THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD
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The Spirit will also produce “counsel and might” (11:2). These are
gifts of administrative ability. “Counsel” enables a person to know what
is right. “Might” is the ability to do what is right. This coming peacemaker will not only have the insight to know what is right. He will also
have the ability to bring it to pass through heroic action. King David
displays this kind of counsel and might when he chooses to share the
spoils of war not only with the men who participated in the battle when
he avenged the destruction of Ziklag but also with those who were
physically unable to participate, thereby keeping his troops unified
for what they will face in the days ahead (1 Sam 30:21-25). The coming
peacemaker will provide even more astute counsel.
In addition, the Spirit will produce “the spirit of knowledge and the
fear of the LORD” (11:2). These are gifts of personal piety. “Knowledge”
is an understanding of who God is. “Fear” is the proper response to this
understanding of God. This peacemaker will have a proper respect for
and relationship with God, for “his delight shall be in the fear of the
LORD” (11:3). The Spirit endows him with these gifts in order to prepare him to establish justice on the earth. King Solomon desires this
kind of knowledge when he asks God to give him “an understanding
mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil”
(1 Kings 3:5-9). The coming peacemaker will demonstrate an even more
encompassing knowledge and fear of the Lord.
Rooted in the lineage of David and empowered by the Spirit of God,
this peacemaker will provide even-handed and honest judgment (11:3).
He will not base his judgment on appearance or hearsay but rather on
an accurate perception of those being judged. He can do that because
he sees more than what eyes can detect and he knows more than a cadre
of experts can tell him. Equity and fairness will mark the rule of this
peacemaker, for he will base his judgment on the internal condition of
a person’s heart and not on external factors.
After describing the judgment of this coming peacemaker, Isaiah
clarifies how his work of judgment and mercy will manifest itself. He
will bring justice to the poor and the meek (11:4). He will provide relief
to them with an approach that recognizes their special need. He will
bring judgment to the evildoers. (11:4). He will provide punishment to
the wicked with the full force of his righteous indignation. The graphic
description of slaying the wicked with “the rod of his mouth” and “the
breath of his lips” suggests that the word of God is sufficient to destroy
the wicked, without the need for any further means.
As the girdle or belt fastens clothes together in the normal style of
apparel in Isaiah’s day, so a belt of “righteousness” and “faithfulness”
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will hold together all the powers and qualities of the peacemaker (11:5).
“Righteousness” is the standard of the divine will. “Faithfulness” is the
willingness to stay true to that standard of righteousness.
We must note that Isaiah’s promise of justice and judgment to be
meted out on the basis of God’s “righteousness” does not find fulfillment in the Old Testament period. Neither the Old Testament people
of Israel nor the remnant that returns to Israel after the exile ever witness the full manifestation of the righteousness of God. Only when
Jesus appears as “a shoot” that grows “out from the stump of Jesse” will
Isaiah’s promise be fulfilled. Only then will his people experience God’s
true peace.

GOD’S PEACE
Isaiah 11:6-9

THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD

This righteous judgment of the coming peacemaker will usher in a
golden age that Isaiah beautifully describes as changed relationships in
the natural world (11:6-8). The biblical writers believe that sin causes
disharmony not only between humanity and God but also between
humanity and the natural world in which we live. According to Genesis
3:14-19, the fall of humanity also affects the natural world. In addition to creating a gap between humanity and God, humanity’s sin also
creates conflict within the animal world as well as in humanity’s relationship with the soil of the earth. Jeremiah the prophet presents an
even more graphic picture of the far-reaching destructiveness of sin.
According to Jeremiah, the mountains will quake and the birds will
disappear from the skies and the fruitful land will turn into a desert
(Jer 4:23-26). Since sin affects the natural world as well as human life,
the full picture of redemption must also include the natural world.
Isaiah understands that. Consequently, in his description of the
transformation that the coming peacemaker will accomplish, he also
describes a transformation of nature that includes wild beasts that
become tame (11:6-7) and dangerous insects and even snakes that
become harmless to children (11:8).
The righteous rule of the coming peacemaker will restore harmony
to the natural order that will provide the peace of God to creation. Evil
will be gone. In its place will be the pervasive presence of the knowledge
of God. Again, the prophet presents this truth with a picture: “for the
earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as waters cover the sea”
(11:9). Who will bring about this radical transformation of all things?
In the beginning of our text, Isaiah identifies him as “a shoot” that will
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come “from the stump of Jesse” (11:1). From our perspective, we understand that the prophet is referring to Jesus. When Jesus comes to earth,
he fulfills Isaiah’s promise of peace.

CONCLUSION

THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD

We learn several important lessons from our text. To begin with, Isaiah
reminds us of the way God works in our world. God doesn’t operate in
a haphazard way, uncertain about the next move. Instead, God works
according to a plan. Long before Jesus came to the earth, God’s plan
was already set. What the Old Testament writers predict, the New
Testament writers describe as God unfolds God’s plan through Jesus.
Knowing how God works should instill in each of us confidence about
what God will do in the days ahead.
And yet, God’s plan fulfills not only the predictions of the Old
Testament but also exceeds them in many ways. Jesus will be a king, but
not the kind of king we imagine when we think, for example, of King
David. Jesus will establish the kingdom of God, but it will be a kingdom
unlike any kingdom that ever existed before. Knowing that God’s fulfillment often exceeds our expectations, we must maintain our confidence
in the fulfillment of God’s plan of redemption without establishing
parameters in which this plan must be carried out.
We know one more thing for certain, based on the predictions of the
Old Testament and the proclamations of the New Testament. Whatever
the parameters of God’s fulfillment of God’s promised redemption,
we know that everything God does revolves around Jesus. It is through
Jesus that God has completed the plan of redemption for humanity and
through Jesus that God will eventually bring about the consummation
of this age.
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In Praise of Our Sovereign God
God Is Working His Purpose Out
by Arthur Campbell Ainger (1894)
God is working His purpose out as year succeeds to year:
God is working His purpose out, and the time is drawing near;
nearer and nearer draws the time, the time that shall surely be,
when the earth shall be filled with the glory of God
as the waters cover the sea.
From farthest east to farthest west, where human feet have trod,
by the voice of many messengers goes forth the voice of God:
‘Give ear to me, you continents, you islands give ear to me,
that earth may be filled with the glory of God,
as the waters cover the sea.’
Let us go forth in the strength of God, with the banner of Christ unfurled,
that the light of the glorious gospel of truth may shine throughout the world:
let us all fight with sorrow and sin, to set their captives free,
that earth may be filled with the glory of God,
as the waters cover the sea.
All that we do can have no worth, unless God bless the deed;
vainly we hope for the harvest-tide, till God gives life to the seed;
yet nearer and nearer draws the time, the time that shall surely be,
when the earth shall be filled with the glory of God
as the waters cover the sea.
Questions to Ponder
1. To say that God is “sovereign” is to affirm that God is Lord of all and that God is working to
fulfill God’s ultimate purposes. How can our praise of God as sovereign help us grow in our faith?
How can progress in faith help us grow in our awareness of God’s sovereignty?

2. Jesus taught us to pray, “Thy kingdom come; thy will be done.” How might that line from the
Lord’s Prayer help guide our prayers in light of today’s Scripture and Ainger’s hymn?
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