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Preface

century ago, a Kansas pastor named Charles Sheldon wrote a lit-
tle book that was destined to become a devotional classic. Since
its publication in 1896In His Step$ias sold more than 30,000,000
copies. Despite the fact that its setting is vintage turn-of-the-century
Americana, it has been translated into more than twenty languages.
The publisher’s introduction to a 1973 reprint suggestslthatis
Steps

deserves a place among great religious books not because it repre-
sents impeccable literary craftsmanship but because it clings to the
idea and the ideal that captured the imagination of millions—{[that]
the teaching of Jesus Christ is indeed practical and workable if fear-
lessly put to the tedt.

That test, according to Sheldon, is simply this: Before every undertak-
ing, ask the question, “What would Jesus do?”

Sheldon’s narrative of the revolutionary consequences that ensue
when the people of a fictional American city set out to apply that test
has been called a “novelistic essay on modern Christian discipléship.”
While it has often been criticized as too simplistic, the continuing pop-
ularity of the book is evidence that it continues to strike a chord in the
lives of Christians. It sets squarely before us the fundamental question
that confronts every generation of believers: What does it mean to be a
disciple of Jesus?

Surely there is no more important or pressing question than this
for the contemporary Christian. It is, in fact, the inevitable question for
all persons who respond to Jesus’ call, a call that is the same in all four
Gospels and a call that rings through the corridors of time. It is the call
to “follow me.” Indeed, in their provocative little bodkesident
Aliens,Stanley Hauerwas and William Willimon remind us: “With a
simple ‘Follow Me,’ Jesus invited ordinary people to come out and be
part of an adventure, a journey that kept surprising them at every turn
in the road.® The question is, of course, what is the meaning of this
simple statement, “Follow Me?” How are we to understand this
adventure? What is the nature of this journey to which Jesus calls us?

In the pages that follow, | tell the story of the first people who
answered Jesus’ call, the first ordinary women to become a part of this
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adventure, the first ordinary men to embark on this journey with Jesus.
We will meet those men and women who were the first to struggle
with what it means to follow Jesus. Together we will examine their
lives as the New Testament and early Christian traditions set them
before us. From their lives we will seek to discover the characteristics
that make for genuine discipleship as we join them, indeed as we fol-
low them on their journey with Jesus.

In one sense, then, the aim of this book is informational. It is to
learn what we can about these ordinary people whose lives took on the
caste of the extraordinary as a result of their incredible journey. In
another sense, however, the aim of this book is ultimately transforma-
tional. The stories of the first disciples challenge us to consider the
nature of our own response to the call of Jesus as we consider together
the characteristics and commitments that marked their lives. Come
along then . . . let us join these first disciples on their journey with
Jesus in order that we may be more faithful on our own!

Notes

1Charles Sheldorn His StepgNashville TN: Broadman, 1973).

2|bid.

3Stanley Hauerwas and William WillimoResident AliengNashville:
Abingdon, 1989) 49.



Andrew

Biblical Texts
Mark 9:35; 10:41-45; John 1:36-44; 6:5-14; 12:20-22

We begin our journey with Jesus with a look at the disciple who,
according to the Gospel of John, was the first to respond to his
call. The early Christians gave this disciple the ptigokletoswhich
means “first-called,” but we know him as Andrew. He was from the
city of Bethsaida, a prosperous village on the northeastern shore of the
Sea of Galilee from which he and his brother Simon Peter managed
the family fishing business (John 1:44).

From Bethsaida it was an easy walk to Capernaum in one direc-
tion and to several significant cities of the Decapolis in the other.
These cities of the Decapolis were Gentile cities that had been estab-
lished by the Greeks for the dissemination of Greek culture in the
region. Their influence is evidenced by the fact that two of Jesus’ dis-
ciples from Bethsaida, Andrew and Philip, bore Greek names. The
name Andrew meant “manly.”

The Gospel of John gives us the clearest picture of Andrew. In its
pages we meet him on three separate occasions, and each time we
learn something significant about what it means to be a disciple of
Jesus, what it means to journey with him.

Openness to Truth
Reflection Text
John 1:36-41

We first meet Andrew in what seems an unlikely place. He is not in
Bethsaida, not even around the Sea of Galilee, but in the region of the
Jordan River where John the Baptist was preaching, teaching, and bap-
tizing. In fact, in this first encounter with Andrew we learn that he was
originally a disciple of John the Baptist! He must have been one of
those Jews who longed for the coming of the promised Messiah and
the kingdom he would bring. No doubt this longing had brought him
to John, who called the people to repent and prepare themselves for
the arrival of the “coming one” and his kingdom.

Clearly, Andrew was concerned about the righteousness that God
demanded and expected from people. Perhaps he had become
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frustrated and disillusioned by the fact that so many citizens of
Bethsaida seemed so willing to abandon the ways of their forebears
and embrace the ways of the Greeks. In John’s preaching, Andrew
heard the call to repentance, a call directed to both Jews and Gentiles,
and he had responded to that call. Andrew had been baptized by John
in the Jordan, and together with his teacher he waited for the arrival of
the kingdom of God and the one who would inaugurate it.

Imagine the thrill that Andrew must have felt when one day John
pointed to Jesus and said, “Look, here is the lamb of God!” (John
1:36). Hearing his teacher’s witness to Jesus, Andrew left John to fol-
low Jesus without hesitation. What does this tell us about Andrew? It
tells us that he was open to truth. He had come to John in search of
that truth. Now having listened faithfully to his teacher, he was pre-
pared to move on, to take the next step in the search, even if it meant
leaving the security of his established relationship with John. Andrew
was willing to moverom where he waso where he needed to be. He
was willing to move beyond established relationships and routines to
new relationships and new ways of doing things. The change would
not be easy for Andrew—it never is. Still this is a significant char-
acteristic of genuine discipleship. A disciple is open to truth and
prepared to pursue that truth wherever it may lead, whatever it may
cost.

Notice the nature of Jesus’ call to Andrew. When Jesus saw
Andrew and the other disciple following, he asked them what they
were seeking. When they answered that they wanted to know where he
was staying, Jesus said, “Come and see.” This is Jesus’ call to anyone
who would be his disciples. It is the call to “come and see” (John
1:39)—to come and see a new way of life, a new creation that God is
creating in Jesus Christ. In order to be open to this call, we must be
open to truth. We must be ready to méreen where we aréo where
he is calling us to be. Are you prepared to respond to this call? Are you
ready to “come and see”? Are you willing to move from where you are
in your spiritual life to where Jesus is calling you to be?

Introduces Others to Jesus
Reflection Texts
John 1:40-42; 6:6-8; 12:20-22

We first met Andrew as he discovered the truth that the promised
Messiah had come in the person of Jesus of Nazareth. Having discov-
ered that truth, he went immediately to share the truth with others and
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to bring them to Jesus. In fact, every time we meet Andrew in the
Gospel of John he is introducing others to Jesus. In John 1:40-42 we
learn that he went immediately to find his brother Simon Peter so that
he might share the news of his discovery. Then in John 6 he introduces
a little lad to Jesus. Finally, in John 12 we find him introducing a
group of Greeks to Jesus. Let us examine two of these incidents more
carefully.

In the first incident Andrew seeks out his brother and announces
that he has found the Messiah. Then he takes his brother to introduce
him to Jesus. It is exciting to see Andrew’s concern for those persons
who are nearest and dearest to him. Someone has wisely said that
those who are looking for something to do for Jesus will find it in their
own homes. Indeed, the disciple’s mission field begins in her own
home, with his own family. True, there is no more difficult place to
bear witness for Christ than among those who know us best. It may
even be easier to bear witness on the foreign mission field than in our
own home or community. Still the call is clear; and when we remem-
ber that the gospel is the most important message that anyone, near or
far away, can ever hear, how can we keep from sharing it with those
we love the most?

Take a few moments right now and think of your own family. Are
there persons near you who need to hear the gospel? Are there people
in your own family, among your own friends and acquaintances, in
your own neighborhood who need to be introduced to Jesus? This is
the mission of a disciple.

John 12 tells us of events that occurred in Jerusalem during the
last week of Jesus’ life. On one occasion some Greeks who had come
to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover came seeking Jesus. They were
probably “Godfearers,” that is, Gentiles who had been attracted to
Judaism and even worshiped regularly in the synagogue but who had
not converted to Judaism. Apparently these Greeks had heard about
Jesus and wanted to meet and talk with him. They first went to Philip
(the other disciple from Bethsaida who, like Andrew, had a Greek
name) with their request. Rather than taking them to Jesus, however,
Philip went to Andrew with their request. Then together they went to
Jesus.

Why do you suppose Philip went to Andrew first? Some scholars
have suggested that Andrew may have functioned as a kind of appoint-
ment secretary for Jesus. Whether or not this was the case, clearly
Andrew had come to be perceived by Philip as one who introduced
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others to Jesus, and here Andrew introduced these Greeks to Jesus.
Andrew’s actions reveal a significant insight into his understanding of
the nature of the gospel. We know from the book of Acts that the early
church experienced a significant struggle with regard to the mission to
the Gentiles. The intensity of this struggle is clearly seen when we
remember that Andrew’s own brother, Simon Peter, was not convinced
that Gentiles could become Christians without first becoming Jews
until he received a vision from heaven, a vision that did not come until
Acts 10!

Andrew had perceived that the gospel wasalbpeople—Jew
andGentile. He seemed to understand that the good news must be
shared with all people. Andrew sought to introduce those persons
closest to him and those from far away to Jesus. He was willing to
introduce those who were very much like him and those who were
very different from him to Jesus. He was always ready to introduce
others, any others and all others, to Jesus. This is the mark of a
disciple.

Now stop for a moment and consider how God was able to use
those persons Andrew brought to Jesus. His brother, Simon Peter,
became the leader of the disciple band and one of the greatest leaders
of the early church. Jesus was able to use a little lad and his resources
of five loaves and two fish to feed more than 5,000 people. And then
there were those Greeks. While we do not know for sure the outcome
of their encounter with Jesus, possibly some of them believed and then
took the good news about Jesus back to their homeland. You see, only
God knows the potential of the people we introduce to Jesus.

Edward Kimball was a successful merchant in Boston. One day he
met a young shoe salesman. The young man was poor and lonely, with
few family members or friends in the city. Kimball shared his faith
with that young man and took him to Sunday School. The young
man’s name was Dwight L. Moody. He went on to have a ministry of
such significance that it has been said that he took Europe in one hand
and America in the other and brought them together under the banner
of the cross. | dare say that Edward Kimball could never have imag-
ined such a thing when he introduced that young man to Jesus.

Andrew introduced others to Jesus. God used Andrew’s witness
and the persons he introduced to Jesus to accomplish things that
Andrew could never in his wildest dreams have imagined. Try to envi-
sion what God may be ready to do with those we introduce to Jesus.
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Commitment to the Humility of Servanthood
Reflection Texts
Mark 9:35; 10:41-45

Andrew was open to truth and was ready to share that truth with
others, introducing them to Jesus. Andrew modeled yet a third charac-
teristic of discipleship. He was willing to serve Christ without fanfare.
Note that while Andrew was the first disciple to respond to Jesus’ call
and the one who introduced his brother Simon Peter to Jesus, he is reg-
ularly referred to as “the brother of Simon Peter.” Look at the list of
disciples in Matthew 10:2 and Luke 6:14 and the reference to Andrew
in John 6:8. These references suggest that by the time the Gospels
were being written, this was the best way to identify Andrew. In other
words, while people might not know about Andrew, they would
certainly know about Peter.

Although Andrew did not receive much recognition in his own
right, he was willing to step forward when needed and to step back
when necessary. In short, he was willing to serve selflessly. His con-
cern was to get the job done. So long as the mission was
accomplished, he was not concerned with who got the credit. Clearly
Andrew had come to understand and apply Jesus’ teaching about the
humility of servanthood: “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all
and servant of all” (Mark 9:35; see 10:41-45).

Andrew’s story is the story of all persons who labor in quiet
humility, all of those whose concern is not the accolades of other peo-
ple but the accomplishing of the will of God. This must always be the
concern of the disciple of Jesus. “Your kingdom come. Your will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven” (Matt 6:10). Are you willing to be an
Andrew, committed to the accomplishing of God’s purposes regardless
of the reward? There is no limit to what God can do with that kind of
commitment.

According to early Christian tradition, after the ascension of Jesus,
Andrew was allotted the ancient territory of Scythia (a region north of
the Black Sea between the River Danube and the River Tanais, which
is part of modern Russia) as his mission fielthe Scythians, infa-
mous in the ancient world for their barbarity, were said by Josephus to
be “little different from wild beasts?’As a result of the traditions of
his preaching there, Andrew came to be the patron saint of Russia.
Other traditions indicate that he also preached in Cappadocia,
Bithynia, Galatia, and Byzantium.
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A late second-century document known asAhts of Andreviells
of his ministry and subsequent martyrdom in Achaia (Greece).
According to this account, Andrew was condemned to death by
Aegeates, the governor of Patras, who was enraged because of the
conversion of his wife Maximilla and his brother Stratocles. Aegeates
ordered that Andrew be crucified. In order to prolong his agony, how-
ever, he ordered that rather than being nailed to the cross he be tied to
the cross and left to die of hunger and thirst. As Andrew approached
the cross, he prayed:

Hail precious cross! Thou hast been consecrated by the body of my
Lord, and adorned with his limbs as rich jewels. | come to thee
exulting and glad. Receive me with joy into thy arms. O good cross,
thou hast received beauty from our Lord’s limbs. | have ardently
loved thee. Long have | desired and sought thee. Now thou art found
by me, and art made ready for my longing soul. Receive me into thy
arms; take me up from among men, and present me to my Master,
that he who redeemed me on thee may receive me by thee.

After having been beaten with seven scourges, he was bound to the
cross where he remained alive for two days preaching the gospel.
Later tradition says he requested that his cross be in the shape of an
“X” because he was unworthy to die on a cross shaped like his Lord’s.
These traditions suggest that Andrew died the way he had lived, hum-
ble and ever telling others about Jesus.

From Andrew, the first disciple Jesus called, we learn a great deal
about what it means to journey with Jesus. To be Christ’s disciple we
must be open to truth wherever it may lead us and whatever the cost.
We must be prepared to “come and see” what Jesus calls us to be and
do. To be his disciple we must be ready and willing to introduce others
to Jesus, any others and all others. To be his disciple we must be com-
mitted to the quiet humility of servanthood, ready to serve without
fanfare, content when God'’s will is done. These characteristics clearly
marked the life of Andrew. May it be said that they mark our lives too!

Notes

1EusebiusEcclesiastical History3.1.

2JosephusAgainst Apion2.37.

3The prayer as quoted by William BarclayTihe Master’s MeiiLondon:
SCM, 1959) 42-43.
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